FBI Penalizing 4 in 



1 > By Charles R. Babcock 
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( FBI Director Will lain H. Webster announced 
I yesterday that two FBI supervisors will be 
tired, another demoted and one suspended be- 
cause of their roles in illegal sur\*etllance of 
; the radical Weather Cnderjjrouad in the early 
iJTOs, 

Vo adminifttrairve action will be taken 
o-ainst street agents involved in the breaii- 
md ir.au jpen.-nrs. because hey 
were toiiowiag orders :rom higner auinonues, 
Wooster ^aid. 

But he did censure two street agents wba 
entered persons’ homes without such approval 
from superiors, he said. 

Though Webster declined to identify those 
disciplined, sources said one of the supervisors 
facing dismissal is Horace Beckwith, who once 




headed the squad In New York City leading 
the search for the radical fugitives. 

Beckwith is alleged to have approved break- 
ins without approval from headquarters and to 
have ignored instructions whUe authorizing 
electronic surveillances and mail openings. 

BeclTAiih s attorney. Brian P. Gettings, is- 
■■ued a sta'.ement last night saying he hadn’t 
-cen :.;e specific p.narges but his inclination 
was that **we will fight anything more than a 
'etter f censure the bitter end.** 

It * learned nat cne irher headquarters 
'/if.c.al •lis.'r. iseii 7rtan ''^lurohy. He 

aidn: step unaui.-orized ictivities and rave 
investigate rs answers “unworthy of belief.” 
Webster said. 

Another superv'isor — identified as Charles 
Lunsford, the assistant special agent in charge 
of the bureau’s Washington field office— will 
be demoted because he gave “evasive and in- 
consistent” answers to investigators. 



Weatherman Case 



The iinal supervisor w*as censured and sus- 
pended for 30 days for installing a listening 
device without specific approvaL At the time, 
the agent — Gerard Hogan, now special agent 
in charge of the .Milwaukee office, it was learn- 
ed — was stationed in upstate New York. 

Those facing discipline can appeal. None 
could be reached for comment. 

Webster’s action yesterday wa.s soelled out 
in a 21-page letter to Attorney General Grif- 
fin B. Bell and at a morning press conference, 
riie director a.- -'d *?-5ocm:es he considered 
•he *.ask :ne tos: *iiinc lit he has faced his 
Short re.nure ^ of rhe .“SI. 

He iaid ih« morale of ais S .hx) special 
agents was not considered in reach mg 'tis 
decision not to punish most street agents. “If 
1 had been a judge outside the bureau. I would 
have reached the same result.” he said. 

The investigations of the break-in cases have 
been espedaOy difficult for the bureau rank- 



and-file. Many nave said they feel the alleged- 
ly illegal surveUlance or the Weather Under- 
ground was warranted by the fugitives’ violent 
behavior 

Former acting director L. Patrick Gray IIT 
and two former top aides have been indicted 
by a federal grand jury for approving break- 
ins of r.he homes of friends and relatives ol 
the ^oup. !*rials are scheduled next month, 
vt :he •.irr.J! ^f the indictments last April, 
hundreds ox FBI agents conducted a .client 
isTil “f in Washington. 

aid yesterday *har ns he 

• • .1 .L • iriv liTOs .ntn accc.nt .a resc.h- 
n*s There was enr*rm-'»us inierest 

m .vientirvir'i the Weather Underground.” he 
said. 

The group »ook credit for a series of bomb- 
ings. including ones at the Capitol and the 
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Director Webster: “Lessoas . . . learned.” 
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^tagOB. Smral of itf leaders went 
l|,iiBdarfroiiDd In i960 and pressure was 
Intense on tbe FBI from the Nixon 
ffklWte Himae to apprehend the 
^ If^lilftUvee. 

if:' Ironloillr, there la no evidenoe that 
Fimy of the eUegedly illegal suwell- 
teohnleuet used against friends 
^;jpiQd ffleUeoi of the snspeota ever re* 
I mlted in an aneet Webster noted yes- 
f tasday that five siispeoted members of 
Weather Underground were ai> 
year ago — by FBI agents 
mt underground themselves 
IntUtw hed the group* 

or nine members of tbe Wea- 
ergaidsation are stUl fugi. 
•and are **tbe closest thing we 
in the. United Stetee to interna- 
tecpQt<|pB«r< Webster said. 

gr^ I 

('•n !■ BottfilimlH to explore ioy 
wminitteei* and the ^ 
asiidiingg CMIlce were given • 
MWbMUeiftlghhut the » 
tfcehnydtdna.-’^Kiv • 

Jh^ eover-up inquiry will 
<br aabther two or throe 
I and wUl include interviews of 



Aasociale Dim tor Jinncs D. Adams 
told The Wabiiiii/^liin Post hist spring 
that he exiu;i*ts t»» he quehtioned be- 
cause he wus In llie I'lisln of ronimsnd 
approving whul U forwarded to Con- 
gress. Adams saitl he didn't know that 
the information wsa wrong. 

In hia letter hi hell, Webster critl- 
oixed the Jusiico Jieparlment for 
. promising Immunity to Phi agents 
who cooperated in Uiu earlier ciimlnal 
invesUgatiun. Many of Uie agents 
have since claimed ihat they were 
. told they were Imiiiune from adrainls* 

. traUve saDcUuns us well. 

, The conflict ruuiea serious ques* 
tions of falrnehs, liie director said, but 
^tbey did not hamper his final deci- 



Webster also crltiuizud both Justice 
and hia predeces.s«n's in the FBI hier- 
archy for “inexplicable failure" to 
provide legal guidanc e to field agents 
after a 1972 Supreme Court decision 
.banned warrantleiai wiretaps of do- 
hiestic groups. 

It wasn't until 197« that formal 
guidelines for eleclimiii* surveillance 
were issued, he noted. Since then no 
FBI agent hua faced civil liability for 
each acts. 

‘ “Thus it seems olenr (o me that to 
discipline street aai nls at this late 
data for acta pei*foi lued under super- 





vision and without needed legal 
guidance . . . would lack any thera- 
peutic value either as a personal de- 
terrent or as an example to others,'* 
Webster said. "It would be counter 
productive and unfair.** 

Attaching a copy of the guidelines 
to prevent recurrencea, Webster 
added; "I'he lessons ^ve been 
learned.** 

In a reply to Webster luued later, 
Bell said he recognised tbe difficulty 
the director faced because he had been 
troubled himself by the criminal In- 
vestigation. "I know too tha strain the 
inquiry has put on the buaau as an in- 
stitution." Beil declared.* . 






